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ence was to b 'SS
amongst y
suchasretailere,pmeesso)és, ex-

porters, ﬁnancial msf,

state governments and others
~about, farmer producer
ﬁrgamsations :

C Parthasarathi, IAS, deliv-

“ered a special address. Also pre-
- sent were SFAC Managing Direc-

tor Neelkamal Darbari,

‘Kamatan Farm Tech CEO

Pravesh Sharma among
others.

Neelkamal Darban said, “A
farmer individually buys seeds,
dfertlhsers and all the mputs

5L

: neé&ed-for _";1 éo()d ?rodﬁce and

sets out to the market on his
own, hmngatruck. and all this.
involves huge expendlture As

long as we don’t control the cost

element, we will not be in a posi-
- tion to increase the income. By
being collective, we can bring
down the expenses and increase
the income, and it is beneficial
for the farmer ultimately” ;
~ Speaking on the occasion, C.
Parthasarathi, said, “We would
starta Farmer Producer Organi-
sation (FPO) cell in the Agricul-
tural marketing department of
Telangana from April 1. We have
increased agri production, but it
is not fetching the right price.

For this, we should assess the
market to know which crop
fetches what price and when,
and accordmgly, sow the crop.

Also if farmers join hands, we
can‘bargam for a bett‘er pnoe 2
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SFAC’s Rs 100 cr fund to support farmers

RAJI REDDY KASIHEDDY‘
= HYDERABAD

The Small  Farmer's
Agribusiness Consortium
(SFAC) rated Rs 100 cr credit
guarantee fund to support the
Farmer Producer
Organizations (FPOs) in the
country.

This corpus fund prov1des
cover to financial institutions
for lending to FPOs without
collateral, accor to a top
official of SFAC, which is an
autonomous society promoted
by ministry of agriculture,
cooperation and farmers' wel-
fare, government of India.

"Currently, there are only
5,000 FPOs operating in the
country. More than 4,000 of
them are being supported
by NABARD. But, we require
at least 5,000 FPOs in each

% SFAC

b R aid

state. We are there to support
them to increase the revenue

of farmers s1gmﬁcantly This

corpus fund is also created to
support them. FPOs can

* apply online for availing the

benefits on our website",
Neelkamal Darbari,
Managing Director, SFAC
said.

SFAC in association with

‘Pederation of Indian Chambers

of Commerce and Industry
(FICCI) and Agricultural and

-Processed Food Products

Export Development Authority

(APEDA) orgamzed a confer-

ence on "Farmer Producer

Organizations for Doubling
Farmers Income" on Fndaym
Hyderabad.

While delivering her ke
note address, Neelkamal, sai

- "Can FPOs be converted into

a movement like the coopera-
tive movement's success. FPOs
are a revolutionary and path
breaking concept through
which we can do something
substantial for the farmets,
but there is a need to realize its
utility. We can make a huge dif-
ference to the farmer and
change the face of farming in
our country through all this,"
Highlighting the need of
ation of farmers through’

the FPOs, which can help

them to get the remunerative
prices, C. Parthasarathi,
Prinicipal secretary agricul-
ture department, Telangana
said,

The Pioneer Pg-2 (09-02-2019)

"The average land holdings
in Telangana have been

reduced drastically to 2.5 acres

per farmer from 7.5 acres in

1975. Therefore, the farmers
must focus on collective farm-
ing and sell the processed and

'E:-;;ied items than raw to get

er price from the market,"

"This can only be done,
when the farmers are united.
Through the FPO, the farmers
can leverage the power of col-
lective bargaining. Though the
production of grains has
improved dramatically last-
year, the prices have to be
increased further", he added.

Citing the failures of
farmer cooperatives in the
past, due to ineffective man-
agement, Parthasarathi asked
FPOs to elect honest mem-
bers as the CEO or Director
on the board.
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21.

THE TIMES OF INDIA

BUSINESS

Pvt sector too must encourage Farmer
Producer Organizations

Hyderabad: With the government pitching for doubling of farmers’ incomes, it has
urged the private sector to not only support Farmer Producer Organizations (FPO)
in the country by procuring from them but also identify clusters or regions where it
can help set up these FPOs.

“There are around 5,000 FPOs in the country, we should work towards having 5,000
in every state... I feel it is not only towards having 5,000 in every state... I feel it is
not only the responsibility of the government to support FPOs, even the private
sector should chip in and help promote FPOs by procuring from them as well as
supporting them under their CSR initiatives,” Neelkamal Darbari, managing director,
Small Farmers’ Agribusiness Consortium (SFAC) a society promoted by ministry of
agriculture and farmers welfare, said at the inaugural session of agriculture and
farmers welfare, said at the inaugural session of ‘Farmer Producer Organizations for
Doubling Farmers Income,” here on Friday.

More FPOs will help farmers realise better incomes, manage market uncertainties
and shortcomings of smallholding farms in the country, Darbari said, adding that the
FPO model has the potential to replicate the success of the cooperative society
movement in the country.



Hailing the concept of FPOs, C Parthasarathy, principal secretary, agriculture
department, Telangana, pointed out the land holdings of farmers in Telangana have
been shrinking, which means they have been becoming unviable.

“In 1975 the average farm holding was 7.5 acres, in 1985 it was 5 acres and today it
is just 2.5 acres and further division of land is a possibility in future...how can we
sustain farming through such small holdings... We have increased agri production,
but it is not fetching the right price. For this we should assess the market to know
which crop fetches what price. Also, if farmers join hands, they can bargain for a
better price,” he added.

Pointing out that currently, the agricultural departments of most states have no
linkages with existing FPOs, he called for a mechanism that would allow agri
departments to engage with FPOs for better outcomes.

“The central government has written to fertilizer companies to give their dealerships
to FPOs. But the fact is that most state governments do not know about FPOs,”
Darbari added.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/pvt-sector-too-must-encourage-farmer-
producer-organizations/articleshow/67907776.cms

22. UNI  United News of India

ié 4 India's Mulfi Lingual News Agency

HYDERABAD FEB 8 (UNI) APC & Principal Secretary,
Agriculture Cooperation Department, Govt of Telangana, C.
Parthasarathi, addressing gathering During FICCI & APEDA
Organizing Conference on “Farmer Producer Organizations
for Doubling Farmers’ Income” in Hyderabad on Friday.

http://www.uniindia.com/photoes/257325.html
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