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Pvt sector too must encourage Farmer 

Producer Organizations  
 

Hyderabad: With the government pitching for doubling of farmers’ incomes, it has 

urged the private sector to not only support Farmer Producer Organizations (FPO) 

in the country by procuring from them but also identify  clusters or regions where it 

can help set up these FPOs. 

“There are around 5,000 FPOs in the country, we should work towards having 5,000 

in every state… I feel it is not only towards having 5,000 in every state… I feel it is 

not only the responsibility of the government to support FPOs, even the private 

sector should chip in and help promote FPOs by procuring from them as well as 

supporting them under their CSR initiatives,” Neelkamal Darbari, managing director, 

Small Farmers’ Agribusiness Consortium (SFAC) a society promoted by ministry of 

agriculture and  farmers welfare, said at the inaugural session of  agriculture and 

farmers welfare, said at the inaugural session of ‘Farmer Producer Organizations for 

Doubling  Farmers Income,’ here on Friday. 

More FPOs will help farmers realise better incomes, manage market uncertainties 

and shortcomings of smallholding farms in the country, Darbari said, adding that the 

FPO model has the potential to  replicate the success of the cooperative society 

movement in the country. 



Hailing the concept of FPOs, C Parthasarathy, principal secretary, agriculture 

department, Telangana, pointed out the land holdings of farmers in Telangana have 

been shrinking, which means they have been becoming unviable. 

“In 1975 the average farm holding was 7.5 acres, in 1985 it was 5 acres and today it 

is just 2.5 acres and further division of land is a possibility in future...how can we 

sustain farming through such small holdings… We have increased agri production, 

but it is not fetching the right price. For this we should assess the market to know 

which crop fetches what price. Also, if farmers join hands, they can bargain for a 

better price,” he added. 

Pointing out that currently, the agricultural departments  of most states have no 

linkages with existing FPOs, he called for a mechanism that would allow agri 

departments to engage with FPOs for better outcomes. 

“The central government has written to fertilizer companies to give their dealerships 

to FPOs. But the fact is that most state governments do not know about FPOs,” 

Darbari added. 

 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/pvt-sector-too-must-encourage-farmer-

producer-organizations/articleshow/67907776.cms 
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