Media Coverage of the National Conference of State
Agriculture and Horticulture Ministers on 14.07.2022 at
Bangalore in Karnataka
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New services under e-NAM to
help farmers access more markets

Tomar launches

Platform-of-Platforms

that widens the
ambit of e-NAM

OUR BUREAU

Bengaluru, July 14

Union Agriculture Minister, Nar-
endra Tomar, unveiled the Plat-
form-of-Platforms (PoP) under
the National Agriculture Market
(e-NAM), which will help en-
hance farmers’ digital accessibil-
ity to multiple services and mar-
kets.

Under the new initiative, ser-
vices such as assaying, storage,
warehousing, sorting and grad-
ing among others will be
provided through e-NAM. The e-
NAM as PoP will pave way for cre-
ation of an efficientand effective
“One Nation, One Market” eco-
system. Tomar said the Centre is
working to improve e-NAM pro-
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Narendra Singh Tomar,
Union Agriculture Minister

ject further. About 1,000 APMC
markets have, so far, been linked
with e-NAM project, where the
value of transactions has
crossed 1.5 lakh crore, he said.

Focus on ‘digital agriculture’
Addressing the two-day Na-
tional Conference of Agriculture
and Horticulture Ministers in
Bengaluru, Tomar said the gov-
ernment wants to promote “di-
gital” agriculture so that farm-

ers do not have to go to the
market and depend upon
middlemen. In this regard, he
stressed the role of technology
to track agricultural produce
grown on a particular field. “In
the event of loss of crop due to
calamities, we can instantly
provide the compensation, if we
create a database of crops in a
particular field,” he said. Further,
Tomar also called upon the State
ministers to promote natural
farming.

At the two day conference,
around 11 critical themes ran-
ging from the release of funds,
digital agriculture, natural
farming, PMFBY, marketing, hor-
ticulture, innovations in fertil-
iser supply, PM Kisan saturation
and International Year of Millets,
Agriculture Infrastructure Fund,
innovation in new technologies
by ICAR are being discussed by
the State and Central ministers
and officials concerned.
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® 17.6 MILLION FARMERS TO BENEFIT

Govt links e-NAM platform to
pVvt agri-services providers

41 entities to
help farmers sell
their produce

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, July 14

THE GOVERNMENT ON
Thursday announced integra-
tion of trading, transportation,
logistics, warehousing, assay-
ing, packaging, weather fore-
cast and fintech services pro-
vided by 41 private entities
with its electronic National
Agriculture Market (e-NAM), a
move that would make more
farmers use the online plat-
form to sell their produce to
buyers of their choice.

More than 17.6 million reg-
istered farmers, farmer pro-
ducer organisations (FPOs),
traders,commission agentsand
other stakeholders registered
with the eNAM platform can
avail these services provided by
these private enterprises.

Entities whose digital plat-
forms which have been inte-
grated with eNAM include Star
Agrobazaar Technology, Kisan
Network, FPO Bazaar, Arya col-
lateral, Aryadhan, Intello Lab,
Bijak and Warehousing Devel-
opment Regulatory Authority.

| Agriculture minister Naren-

dra Singh Tomar formally
launched the e-NAM platform-
of-platformsby stating that this
would give a boost to online
trade and ensure better price
discovery by the platform.

According to an official with
Small Farmers’ Agri-Business
Consortium (SFAC),which oper-
ates the eNAM, the aim behind
this integration of platforms by
private players under e-NAM is
to make available end-to-end
services to farmers along with
providing a platform for price
discovery.

The official said that SFAC is
aiming at bringing on board as
many players so that farmers
have the choice to take agri-ser-

vices after registering with e-
NAM portal.

“Integration of our embed-
ded fintech platform with
eNAM will enable access to
finance forhistorically excluded
small farmers and strengthen

them socioeconomically,”
Prasanna Rao, co-founder and
CEO, Arya.ag, an agri-fintech
platform, told FE.

Currently, 1,000 mandis in
22 states and Union territories
are integrated into the e-NAM
platform,whichwaslaunchedin
April 201 6.At present,17.3 mil-
lion farmers, 2100 FPOs, 0226
million traders and around 0.1
million commission agents are
registered with e-NAM.

However only 586 mandis
are currently providing online
trading services to farmers
mostly within the states. Inter-
state trade in farm produce — a
facility for a farmer in one state
to sell his produce to buyers in
another state — is yet to gather
momentum. This is one of the
chief objectives of this platform
for price discovery.

Because of small land hold-
ing of the farmers, SFAC has
been focussing on formation of
FPOs and encouraging them
participate in the e-NAM plat-
form for collective bargaining
power.SFAC launched FPO trad-
ing module during covid-19
restrictions to enable FPOs to
upload their produce from col-
lection centres, farm gate with
picture and quality parameter
for online bidding, without
physically bringing their pro-
duce to the mandis.

Meanwhile, SFAC has
empaneled private banks such
as Axis Bank, Kotak Mahindra
Bank, HDFC Bank, Indusind
Bank and ICICI Bank for provi-
sioning of paymentand settle-
mentservices fore-NAM trans-
actions.

The empanelment of these
banks enables collections and
settlement of funds tovariouse-
NAM registered beneficiaries
across the country.



