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Maha Agri-Business Conclave held

HT Correspondent
» puneletters@hinduslantimes,com

PUNE: The Small Farmers’ Agri-
business Consortium recently
organised the Maharashtra
Agri-Business Conclave(MAC)
inPuneaimingtostrengthen the
existing Farmer Producer Orga-
nisations (FPOs) and to explore
innovative and effective strate-
gies to enhance the capacity
building and sustainability of
Farmer Producer Organisations
(FPO) through technology,
finance and input supply.
Theconclavgsawtheparﬁci-

pation of experts from both the
agricultural and corporate sec-
tors, who deliberated on press-
ing issues that farmers in the
regionwerefacing. -
Further, they shared their
domainexpertise tofind plausi-
blesolutions through backward
and forward linkages to promote
sustainability of FPOs and
Farmer Producer Companies
(FPC), and credit linkages for
promoting agribusiness in
Maharashtra through Small
Farmers’ Agribusiness Consor-
tium (SFAC) schemes such asthe
venture capital assistance and

the credit guarantee scheme.

All the stake holders in pro-
motion and sustenance of FPCs
viz. senior state government offi-
cials, corporates, bankers and
representatives of FPCs, besides
academicians, participated in
theevent.

More than 200 FPCs, 100 cor-
porates and bankipg officials
were also present on the occa-
sion.

A number of FPCs displayed
their products and actively
interacted with corporates, pav-
ing way for market linkage of
agriculture produce.




SFAC's Agribusiness Conclave
strengthens, promotes FP0s

ST CORRESPONDENT

reporters@sakaaltimes.com

Pune: Small Farmers
Agribusiness Consor-
tium (SFAC) on Wednes-
day organised Maharash-
tra Agri-Business Conclave
(MAC) in Yashada, Baner.

The conclave aimed at
strengthening the existing
Farmer Producer Organ-
isations (FPOs) and to ex-
plore innovative and effec-
tive strategies for enhance-
ment of capacity building
and sustainability of FPOs
through technology, finance
and input supply.

Senior government offi-
cials, corporates, bankers
and several other stakehold-
ers were present. Sumanta
Chaudhuri, MD SFAC and
BR Patel, General Manag-
er, Head-Rural, Agri Bank-
ing and CSR, Bank of Baro-
da signed a MoU for compre-
hensive growth and develop-
ment of Farmer Producer

with Sumanta Chaudhari, M
Consortium on Thursday.

Sumanta Chaudhari said,
“FPOs aim to enhance farm-
ers’ competitiveness and in-

_ crease their advantage in

emerging market opportu-
nities.
“We need to maximise

BR Patel (L), General Manager, Bank of Baroda signing MoU
i of Small Farmers_ Agribusiness

the number of FPOs in Ma-
harashtra through agribusi-
ness incubators, to engage
more stakeholders in mak-
ing agriculture more sus-
tainable and profitable.

“We intend to make the - Organisations (FPOs).

- ages for the sustainability

farmers not just self-suf-
ficient, but prosperous as
well. The government is fo-
cused on the development of
farmers and agriculture ac-
tivities in the country.”
Speaking at the event,
BR Patel said that the bank
has made a commitment of
Rs 3.09 crore to SFAC. “We
will be playing a lead role
in promoting FPO for which
we are working ahead for
more tie-ups. Mg
“We have also started
sensitisation  programme
for the same,” added Patel.
The Maharashtra Agri-
business Conclave aims to
develop the market link-

of FPOs by creating a plat-
form for all stakeholders to
come together and identi-
fy the challenges faced by
farmers in Maharashtra.
The purpose is to make agri-
culture profitable by involv-
ing farmers along the entire
agricultural value chain
through Farmer Producer




SFAC gets credit guarantee proposals

THE SMALL FARMERS Agri Business Consortium (SFAC) is
flooded with proposals forequity credit guarantee.Top SFAC
officials said that farmer producer companies (FPOs) are now
approaching the consortium in large numbers tostrengthen
their capital base.“There are at least 150 proposals on my
table and this year we are likely to cross around 180 propos-
als,” Sumanta Chaudhari, MD of SFAC, told FE. Last year, for
2016-17, the Consortium had done some 52 cases and and
in 2015-16 some 26 cases were taken up for equity gauran-
tee scheme, he added. ~ FE Bureau
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BoB signs MoU to become preferred lender
for FPOs in Maharashtra
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PUNE - Nationalised banks are hopeiful of increasing
lending to the pricrity sector following the Budget
announcement of 100 per cent {ax deduction for the next
five years for farmer producer organisatiens (FPOs) with a
turmnover of up ta Rs 100 crore.

"The tax incentive has increasad prospect of lending {o
=vey=wFP2swinz FPOs," said BR Patel, general manager (rural, agni

‘ banking, CSR) at the Bank of Baroda "We have
starled sensitisation and training of our staff to make them
understand the FPO/ FPC (farmer preducer companies)
model.”

sxpect=d 10 dsnefit

3IMOst ¥ FPOs i N2 coundy

The Small Farmers' Agribusiness Consortium (SFAC) has signed a2 memorandum of
understanding with the Bank of Bareda, which has become a preferred lender for FPOs in
Maharashtra.

Company Summary NIZE It has already entered into an agreement
with the consortium for lending to FPOs in
Bank Of .. a 1405 (8.09%) {he rest of the country. India has about 4,000

FPOs promoted by various organizations
such as SFAC. Nabard and other develocpment institutions

Since there are very few FPOs with a tumover of more than Rs 100 crore, the tax incentive
is expected to benefit almost all FPOs in the country.

wilty 10 Days
r\‘ 10 Daxy= Hair Ol

Reoommendsd Ey Colombie

In addition, FPOs have now demanded exemption from market cess and professional tax
that the directors of farmer producer companies have 1o pay.




Small Farmers’ Agribusiness Consortium Holds Maharashtra Agribusiness
Conclave in Pune

[# February 7, 2018 / By Punekar

I POST 5YRELATED Pune, February 7. 2018: Small Farmers Agribusiness Consortium crganised Manarashtrs Agri-Susiness Conclsve (MAC) =t
RELATED POST Pune with the cbjective of strengthening of existing FPOs and to explore innovative 3nd effective sirstegies for enhancement
of capacity building and sustainabliity of Fammer Producer Organisations through technaology, Finance and Input supply

[# February 0, 2018
The Conclave witnessed participation from luminaries from both the agricultural and corporate sectors, who

deliberated on pressing issues that farmers in the region are facing and shared their domain expertise to find
plausible solutions through backward and forward linkages to promote susiainability of FPOs / FPCs. credit
linkages for promoting zgribusiness in Maharashira through SFAC schemes such as Venture Capital
Assistance and Credit Guarantee Scheme

'Conversations Generate
Results’ - Bob Dunham

[# Fabruary 8, 2018

SKF India registers Sales of All the stake holders in promotion and sustenance of FPCs viz. Senior Stale Government Officials.

INR 7005 million in Q3, Corporates, Bankers and representatives of FPCs besides Academician participated in the event More than

2017-18 200 FPCs, 100 Corporates and Banking Officials were present in the zbove delebrations. Number of FPCs
displayed their products and active interaction befween FPCs and Corporates took place which paved the way
for market linkage of agriculture produce

Shri Sumanta Chaudhuri, IAS and MD SFAC and Shri B.R. Patel, General Manager. Head-Rural & Agri
Banking and CSR, Bank of Baroda signed a MeU for comprehensive growth and development of Farmer
Producer Organizations.

Inaugurating the MAC. Shri Sumanta Chaudhari, Managing Director, SFAC said, ‘FPOs aim {o enhance farmers' competifiveness and
increase their advantage in emerging market opportunities We nesd 1o maximize the pumber of FPOs in Maharashira through agribusiness
incubators, in order to engage more stakeholders in making agriculture more susiainable and profitable. We intend to make the farmers not just
self-sufficient. but prosperous as well” He. further. emphasized that the FPCs, Corporates and Bankers should utilise the schemes of SFAC to
the maximum extant.

Shri B.R. Patel, General Manager, Bank of Baroda, stated that 'We have a network of 328 in Maharashtra and Bank of Baroda has made a
commitment of three crore nine lakh to SFAC. We will be playing a lead role in promoting FPO for which we are working ahead for more tie ups
We have also starled sensitization programme for the same”

The Maharashira Agribusiness Conclave aims o develop the market linkages for the sustainability of FPOs by creating a platform for all
stakeholders to come fogether and identify the challenges faced by farmers in Maharashtra. The purpose is to make agriculture profitable by
involving farmers along the entire agricultural value chain through Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs).

The Maharashira Agribusiness Conciave in Pune was organised by SFAC in collaboration with Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export
Development Autharity (APEDA). the National Instifute of Rural Development and Panchayati Rzj (NIRDPR), PHD Chambers of Commerce and
Industries and MAHA Farmers’ Producer Company Limited (MAHA-FPC).
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